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    June 18, 2025 
 
 
RE: Letter of Support for the Catalina Island Restoration Project 
 
To: Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to express support for the Catalina Island Restoration Project proposed by 
the Catalina Island Conservancy (Conservancy). As a system of 42 reserves, the UC 
Natural Reserve System has a long history of mitigating the impact of invasive species 
across its 50,000 acres of managed lands. 
 
The mule deer population on Catalina Island far exceeds the ecosystems’ carrying 
capacity. This has resulted in devastating adverse impacts on biodiversity and 
ecosystem function on the island, including the loss of native vegetation, increased soil 
erosion, and reduced water capture. In addition, mule deer overabundance can lead to 
animal suffering, starvation, and increased disease risks—issues that cannot be 
successfully mitigated with interventions such as fencing, recreational hunting, the 
introduction of predators, translocation, or reproductive management. 
 
The Conservancy has consulted widely with global experts, exploring all available 
options for mitigating the destructive impacts of mule deer on the Island. The proposed 
lethal removal of non-native mule deer using skilled shooters deployed from helicopters 
is a long-used, humane method for extirpating invasive species, as experience shows 
with its successful application on Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa Islands. After removal of 
mule deer, the Conservancy will implement a comprehensive land restoration plan that 
will help bring island ecosystem back into balance, making it more resilient in the face of 
climate threats such as wildfire and drought. 
 
I fully support the Conservancy as they seek to address this is a very challenging 
situation by undertaking the lethal removal of mule deer, which is the only truly effective 
solution for addressing the ecosystem degradation caused by these animals. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steven L. Monfort, DVM, PhD 
Executive Director, UC Natural Reserve System 


