g.“ LOS ANGELES
éNEIGHBORHOOD
v LAND TRUST

January 21, 2025

Charlton Bonham
Director, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
715 P Street Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support the Catalina Island Restoration Project
Dear Director Bonham,

On behalf of the Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust (LANLT), [ am writing to express our strong
support for fostering a healthy, climate-resilient, and fire-resistant Catalina Island — one where both
people and nature can flourish for generations to come. The Catalina Island Restoration Project is
essential for safeguarding biodiversity and preserving an invaluable resource where communities across
California can explore and learn from the Island’s unique landscapes and species.

Catalina Island serves as a prime example of the importance of fostering community resilience through
equitable access to green spaces, aligning closely with LANLT’s mission. Since 2002, LANLT has added
22 acres of green space to Los Angeles through community-driven development. The Catalina Island
Restoration Project embodies the balance of conservation, education, and equitable access to nature that
we strive to achieve. Thousands of youth benefit annually from outdoor science camps on the Island,
where they develop a foundation for environmental stewardship and leadership.

Without protective measures, many native and endemic species are at risk of extinction, and the Island’s
ability to withstand climate change will be severely diminished. The effects of disappearing species are
already evident, as native chaparral habitats are replaced by invasive grasslands. This loss increases the
Island’s vulnerability to drought and wildfire, as evidenced by past disasters such as the 2007 Island Fire
and the severe drought of 2011-2017. These events underscored the importance of resilient native
ecosystems that act as natural safeguards against climate threats.

The Catalina Island Conservancy’s science-based Restoration Project is a comprehensive plan that aligns
with LANLT’s commitment to creating green spaces that support both nature and human well-being. The
Project will safeguard biodiversity, reduce erosion, prevent wildfires, and create a sustainable
environment where ecosystems can thrive. Without its implementation, Southern California risks losing a
treasured outdoor classroom, invaluable biodiversity, and the livelihoods of Island residents.

We urge the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to support the Catalina Island Restoration
Project. Together, we can ensure that Catalina Island remains a sanctuary for biodiversity, a source of
education and inspiration for communities, and a resilient ecosystem that stands strong against climate
threats.

Sincerely,
Tori Kjer

Executive Director

Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust



