UNDERSTANDING
FIRE DANGER LEVELS

On Catalina Island, fire season is every season. The fire danger level is based on weather conditions,
fuel moisture and the Burning Index for the Island—a value that estimates how intensely a wildfire
would burn and how difficult it would be to control.

Here’s what each level means:

Fires spread slowly and are typically limited by terrain. Most plants
won't ignite easily from sparks. Flames creep along the ground but

LOW rarely move beyond the original ignition point, making any blazes
easy to contain and extinguish.

Some fires can start from embers, but they usually remain small.
On windy days, grass fires can spread at a steady clip and may

M 0 D E RATE jump short gaps. In wooded or brushy areas, flames follow terrain
contours, but can generally be controlled.

Wildfires ignite easily and can spread fast, especially on windy
slopes. Dry grasses and brush burn hot, and wind-borne embers
may jump ahead to start new fires. In areas with continuous fuels,
like invasive grasses, fire behavior grows intense and erratic.

Any spark can cause a fast-moving, intense wildfire. Fires may

E XTRE M E travel more than a mjle an hour, with embers ﬂ)'/ing far ahe;ad to
start new fires. Catalina’s steep canyons and thick vegetation make
these fires hard to fight directly.

Stay Aware, Stay Prepared

This fire danger level is provided for general public awareness on Catalina Island Conservancy lands, based on the Los
Angeles County Fire Department’s Burning Index (BI) for Catalina Island. Local weather, terrain or fuel conditions may
increase fire risk beyond what is shown. Always use caution and adjust your activities as needed.

Fire season is every season.

You are responsible for monitoring conditions and avoiding any actions that could ignite a fire. Always have a means
of extinguishing a fire immediately available, such as water, a fire extinguisher or hand tools. If a fire starts, call 911
right away, or notify the nearest Catalina Island Conservancy staff member if cell service is not available. Do not delay
notification while attempting to put out the fire.
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