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The Conservancy’s mission is to be a responsible 
steward of its lands through a balance of 

conservation, education and recreation.

Catalina is one of eight Channel Islands located off the coast of 
California and the only one that is privately owned. It lies 26 miles 

from Los Angeles across the San Pedro Channel. It is the only privately 
owned Channel Island with 88% of its land mass under the care of the 

Catalina Island Conservancy. Located in one of only five Mediterranean 
climate zones on earth, the Island is comprised of Chaparral and Coastal Sage 
Scrub plant communities. These plants are adapted to the warm, dry summers 
and mild, wet winters. Catalina is the ancestral home of the Pimu Tongva.

• 76 square miles

• 60 miles of coastline

• 21 miles long

• 8 miles at its widest

• ½ mile at its most narrow

• 4500 Island residents

• 1 million annual visitors

QUICK FACTS

Learn more through the Conservancy’s Naturalist Training Program!
RECREATION INFORMATION

Trailhead Visitor Center: 310.510.2595 x 100 
Nature Center: 310.510.0954 

Shuttle information | Airport in the Sky: 310.510.0143 
Camping Information | Island Company Two Harbors Visitor Center: 310.410.4205

CatalinaConservancy.org

About Catalina Island Conservancy
In 1975 the Santa Catalina Island Company deeded 
42,000 acres of land to the newly formed Catalina 
Island Conservancy positioning the organization to 
enact wide scale restoration of the Island.

Early actions by the Conservancy focused on recovering 
native vegetation habitat that had been badly 
degraded. A critical first step to recovery of native 
vegetation was the need for removal and management 
of the large, non-native herbivores overgrazing the 
landscape. With the help of the Institute for Wildlife 
Studies (IWS), the voracious feral goats and pigs were 
eradicated from the Island by 2004. The Conservancy 
then launched the Catalina Habitat Improvement and 
Restoration Program (CHIRP). This program continues 
to combat invasive plants on the Island and to restore 

native species to the landscape.The American bison 
are being maintained at a manageable herd size 
to minimize impact on the Island while supporting 
eco-tourism. The non-native California mule deer 
population, managed by CA Fish and Wildlife, 
continues to impact plant populations and solutions 
are actively being explored.

Island accessibility and safety are priorities of the 
Conservancy. New trails, signs and shade structures 
have made Catalina a world-class hiking destination 
enabling visitors from around the world to learn more 
about the Island’s biodiversity.

See inside panel for spotlights on our 
conservation success stories.

• Pack out all trash and leave the area cleaner than you found it.

• Leave archaeological sites and natural specimens undisturbed.

• Do not feed wildlife.

• Clean your shoes and gear to prevent spreading invasive species.

• Boaters should check boats for stowaways, such as rats and raccoons.

• Make sure to carry an ample supply of water at all times and identify
stops to refill water ahead of time.

• Wear sturdy, supportive and protective shoes, dress in layers and wear
sunblock and a sun hat, regardless of the weather.

• Poison oak is common throughout Catalina’s canyons and creek beds. Stay on
established trails and wear long pants and long sleeve shirts. If you brush
against poison oak, wash the affected area as soon as possible.

• Be aware of the current fire safety rules.

• Do not approach or harass wildlife and always maintain a safe distance.

• Rattlesnakes can be seen all year, but are more common between the months
of April and October. Please be aware of your surroundings.

• Bison are wild animals. Stay at least 125ft from bison at all times and identify
an escape route if you feel threatened.

Care for yourself

Hiking permits are available 
online, at the Trailhead visitor 
center and the Nature Center. 

Campground reservations 
available through the Catalina 

Island Company

BE SAFE 
STEWARDS OF 

CATALINA ISLAND

CatalinaConservancy.org

Care for Catalina

To help protect the wildlands of Catalina Island and receive discounts on services, become a Conservancy member!




